PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps
of Engineerse

Portland District Issue Date: January 5, 2026

Expiration Date: February 4, 2026
30-Day Notice
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers No.: NWP-2022-00126-2 and 408-0093-FY22

Notice of Intent
To Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement
For the Proposed Cascade Renewable Transmission Project

To Whom It May Concern: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Portland
District, is evaluating an application for a Department of the Army permit (No. NWP-
2022-00126-2), a request for Section 408 permission (No. 408-0093-FY22), and request
for real estate outgrant(s) for the proposed Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.
USACE as the lead federal agency under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), has determined the proposed project may significantly affect the quality of the
human environment and will prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS). The
EIS will assess the reasonably foreseeable potential environmental, ecological,
aesthetic, historic, cultural, economic, social, and health effects of the proposed project,
as applicable.

This notice initiates the NEPA process with a 30-day scoping period. USACE is
requesting public comment on alternatives or effects and on relevant information,
studies, or analysis that should be considered or analyzed during the NEPA process
with respect to the proposed project. Written comments may be submitted as describe
at the end of this notice. USACE will also accept comments at virtual scoping meetings.

Scoping Meetings: USACE will conduct virtual public scoping meetings during the 30-
day scoping period in which agencies, organizations, tribes, and members of the public
are invited to present comments or suggestions with regard to the issues, alternatives,
and potential impacts to be considered in the EIS.

Virtual Scoping Meeting Dates and Times:
January 28, 2026: 1:00pm — 3:00pm

Join meeting online at: Join the meeting now
Join by phone at: 601-262-2433; Phone conference ID: 586 938 06#

January 29, 2026: 6:00pm — 8:00pm
Join meeting online at: Join the meeting now
Join by phone at: 601-262-2433; Phone conference ID: 128 989 315#

The link to join the meeting is also available on the USACE website
(https://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/CRT).


https://dod.teams.microsoft.us/l/meetup-join/19%3adod%3ameeting_71d1e2e479fd4ce89639e6b9fd9eb3dd%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22fc4d76ba-f17c-4c50-b9a7-8f3163d27582%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229fb2214c-5f0a-41dc-9c12-a2b68973a041%22%7d
https://dod.teams.microsoft.us/l/meetup-join/19%3adod%3ameeting_7e60ee8168ea4eda91712e294bbdea4e%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22fc4d76ba-f17c-4c50-b9a7-8f3163d27582%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229fb2214c-5f0a-41dc-9c12-a2b68973a041%22%7d

Authority: The proposed project requires authorization from USACE under Section 404
of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344), for the discharge of dredged or fill material
into waters of the United States; under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 1899
(33 U.S.C. § 403) for work in or affecting navigable waters of the United States; and
under Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 1899 (33 U.S.C. § 408) (referred to as
“Section 408”) for work to alter a USACE civil works project. The proposed project will
also require a USACE decision for real estate outgrant(s) for activities proposed on
USACE fee owned land(s) at the Bonneville Lock and Dam Project.

Applicant Name: Cascade Renewable Transmission, LLC

Location: The proposal is a 99.5-mile electrical transmission line from

The Dalles to Portland, OR. The proposal includes work in uplands, in/under the
Columbia River, under Oregon Slough, under Columbia Slough, and under the
Willamette River. The proposed alignment within the Columbia River is from
approximately River Mile (RM) 190 near The Dalles to approximate RM 106 near
Portland, OR. The proposed transmission line would interconnect with the existing
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) Big Eddy 500-kV alternating current (AC)
substation, located in The Dalles, OR and the existing Portland General Electric (PGE)
Harborton 230-kV AC substation in Portland, OR. The proposed alignment would run
through Wasco, Hood River, and Multnomah counties in Oregon, and Klickitat,
Skamania, and Clark counties in Washington.

Proposed Project Description: Proposed work within the Corps’ jurisdiction would
include:
e Install 78.9 miles of 12-inch HVDC cable bundle buried in the bed of the

Columbia River via hydroplow methods. The cable bundle would be installed at
a planned depth in the bed of the river 10 to 15 feet below the mudline. Where
the cable bundle crosses the navigation channel prism below Bonneville Dam,
the cable bundle would be installed to an elevation of at least -34 feet Columbia
River Datum (CRD). Where the cable bundle would cross the navigation channel
prism above Bonneville Dam, the cable bundle would be installed to an elevation
of at least -34 feet Mean Pool Elevation (MPE). In certain reaches, an
installation deeper than 10 feet below the mudline may be required to achieve
these required elevations which may require pre-dredging the area. Hydroplow
installation would excavate and redeposit as much as 305,100 cubic yards (cy) of
sediment in the Columbia River.

e Install four (4) temporary, three-sided sheet pile wet cofferdams measuring 70
feet wide by 300 feet long to isolate the land-to-water transition areas. Land-to-
water HDD in the Columbia River would occur at The Dalles, OR, near Stevens,
WA, near North Bonneville, WA, and near Portland, OR. The applicant would
remove up to 26,000 cy of riverbed substrate using a clamshell dredge from
inside the cofferdams (6,500 cy each). The applicant proposes to temporarily
store the dredged material on a barge during HDD activities. Upon completion of
HDD activities, the dredged material would be discharged within the wet
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cofferdam and the wet cofferdam removed.

e Discharge up to 7,500 cy of rock or articulated concrete blocks in the Columbia
River over 0.97 acres for cable protection in areas where the cable would be
buried less than 5 feet deep in river substrate due to utility conflicts, or potential
substrate limitations. The cable protection footprint would be up to 8 feet wide
with a total length of 2.4 miles.

e Utilize HDD to install the cable bundle approximately 2,800 feet at elevation -95
feet NAVD88 (-90 feet CRD) under Oregon Slough (Columbia River south of
Hayden Island).

e Utilize HDD for two 30-inch bores for approximately 2,000 feet at minimum
elevation of -50 feet NAVD88 below the Columbia Slough and wetlands and
approximately 2,450 feet at minimum elevation of -100 feet NAVD88 (-95 feet
CRD) below the Willamette River to install two HVAC cables.

e Temporarily impact (excavation and backfill) 40-square feet of palustrine
emergent wetland near Stevenson, WA to facilitate open-trench installation of the
cable bundle along WA State Road 14.

¢ Install HVYDC cables within The Dalles Levee prism.

Project Purpose and Need: The Applicant has identified there is a need for additional
reliable transmission capacity between energy generation sources located east of the
Cascade Mountain Range and end users located west of the Cascade Mountain Range
in Oregon and Washington. The Applicant’s stated purpose is: to develop a controllable
HVDC underground transmission facility that will facilitate the reliable and cost-effective
transfer of up to 1,100 MW of renewable energy from east of the Cascade Mountain
Range to energy load centers located west of the Cascade Mountain Range in Oregon
and Washington.

USACE'’s preliminary purpose statement is: to provide up to 1,100 MW of reliable
electrical energy transmission capacity to facilitate the transfer of energy from
generation sources located east of the Cascade Mountain Range to end users located
west of the Cascade Mountain Range in Oregon and Washington.

USACE is soliciting comments on the purpose and need for the project.

Summary of Expected Effects: The project is likely to have beneficial effects on
economics and energy needs. The project is likely to have adverse effects on: the
aquatic ecosystem; fish and wildlife; navigation; recreation; water quality; and safety.
The project is likely to adversely affect Endangered Species Act-listed species,
designated critical habitats, and essential fish habitat.

Preliminary Alternatives: The EIS will address a reasonable range of alternatives.
Alternatives may include, but are not limited to, no action, the Applicant’s proposed
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project detailed above, and alternative designs and alternative locations to the proposed
project. Mitigation measures could include, but are not limited to, avoidance and
minimization, enhancement, restoration or establishment of aquatic resources.

State and Local Authorizations: The project will require a decision from the
Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council and the Oregon Department of
Energy, Energy Facility Siting Council. The proposed project may require additional
authorizations from city, county and/or state agencies in Oregon and/or Washington.

Proposed Schedule for the Decision-Making Process: The Draft EIS is estimated to
be available for public review and comment in winter 2026/2027. At that time, a 45-day
comment period will be provided for public review and comment on the Draft EIS. The
Final EIS and the USACE Record of Decision is expected to be published in winter
2027/2028.

Public Scoping Process: The scoping period will continue for at least 30 days from the
date of this notice. During the scoping period, USACE invites federal, state, and local
agencies, tribes, other interested parties, and the public to participate in the scoping
process. The purpose of the scoping process is to provide information to the public and
to serve as a mechanism to solicit public input on the issues, alternatives, and
potentially significant effects to be considered in the EIS. Additional information on the
scoping process is available on USACE’s website
(https://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/CRT).

Virtual Scoping Meetings Information: USACE will conduct virtual scoping meetings
as identified on Page 1. The virtual scoping meetings will include an overview of the
NEPA process and an overview of the proposed project. USACE will accept oral
comments from the public at the scoping meetings. One speaker per participant/phone
number will be allowed. If you would like to deliver oral comments at a scoping
meeting, please pre-register for one of the scoping meetings by sending an email to
CRT_EIS@usace.army.mil with your name, phone number, date of scoping meeting
you will attend, and your request to speak to. Please pre-register to provide oral
comments by January 23, 2026. After receiving oral comments from pre-registered
speakers, the meeting will be opened for others to comment as time allows.

Each speaker will be given 3 minutes to provide comments. If you have additional
comments that you'd like to submit beyond the allotted time, please submit them in
writing. Written comments will not be accepted via the virtual scoping meeting (e.g.,
chat). Please submit written comments by the methods listed above.

Participants may join the virtual scoping meeting 10 minutes before the meeting start
time. You will be prompted to enter your name at log in. Please be sure to enter your
first and last name for identification if you wish to speak. Upon entry to the meeting,
attendees will be muted with no video capability.

The virtual scoping meetings will be conducted in English. If you require the services of
a translator or special accommodation, please pre-register for the scoping meeting by

USACE No.: NWP-2022-00126-2 and 408-0093-FY22 Page 4 of 5


https://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/CRT
mailto:CRT_EIS@usace.army.mil

sending a request with your name, accommodation needs, the date of the scoping
meeting you plan to attend, and email address to CRT_EIS@usace.army.mil by
January 14, 2026. USACE will try to accommodate all reasonable requests.

Submitting Comments: The USACE public involvement program includes several
opportunities to provide verbal and written comments during the EIS process. Scoping
comments may be submitted by email, conventional mail or voicemail. All comments
must include the Corps number NWP-2022-00126-2. In order to be accepted, email
comments must originate from the author’s email account. All comments received will
become part of the administrative record and are subject to public release under the
Freedom of Information Act including any personally identifiable information such as
names, phone numbers, and addresses.

Scoping comments may be submitted to the addresses below:
By email to: CRT_EIS@usace.army.mil

By conventional mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District,
Attn: Mr. Joe Brock — CRT Project, P.O. Box 2946, Portland, Oregon 97208-2946

By voicemail to: 503-808-4377 and include your name and email/mailing address

Any comments received during the scoping period and at the virtual scoping meetings

will be considered by USACE in preparing the Draft EIS. USACE will consider written

comments and oral comments equally. All comments must be received or postmarked
by February 4, 2026.

Additional Information: Additional information about the proposed project and the
scoping process may be obtained from the USACE website
(https://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/CRT) and at: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Portland
District, Attn: Mr. Joe Brock — CRT Project, P.O. Box 2946, Portland, Oregon 97208-
2946; by telephone at 503-808-4377; or by email at CRT_EIS@usace.army.mil
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