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CECW-ZB 10-Jun-2026

MEMORANDUM FOR Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works)

SUBJECT: Multiple Waterways, Coastal Georgia (Altamaha River, Oconee River,
Ocmulgee River, Bellville Point Harbor, Darien Harbor, Fancy Bluff Creek, Sapelo
Harbor, Satilla River, and St. Marys River), Integrated Disposition Study and
Environmental Assessment

1. This memorandum transmits for your review and concurrence the Integrated
Disposition Study and Environmental Assessment (EA), Multiple Waterways, Coastal
Georgia (Altamaha River, Oconee River, Ocmulgee River, Bellville Point Harbor, Darien
Harbor, Fancy Bluff Creek, Sapelo Harbor, Satilla River, and St. Marys River). The
purpose of the proposed federal action, as documented in the disposition study and EA,
is to recommend deauthorization of Oconee River, Ocmulgee River, and Fancy Biuff
Creek, and no action for Altamaha River, Satilia River, St. Marys River, Sapelo Harbor,
Bellville Point Harbor, and Darien Harbor.

2. The study is authorized by Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 (Public Law
91-611), which authorizes the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of
Engineers, to review the operation of completed civil works projects when found
advisable due to significantly changed physical or economic conditions and to report to
Congress recommendations on the advisability of modifying a project or its operation.
Section 1168 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-270)
directs the consideration of modifications that would improve overall quality of the
environment in the public interest, including removal of the project or a separable
element thereof, when carrying out a disposition study.

3. Nine federal navigation waterways were reviewed for potential deauthorization. No
federal property ownership is involved in any of these waterways. Three of the nine
waterways are recommended for deauthorization, including the Oconee River,
Ocmulgee River, and Fancy Bluff Creek. Maintenance of the Oconee River, Ocmulgee
River, and Fancy Bluff Creek federal navigation channels last occurred in the 1940s.
The channels do not require dredging to maintain the authorized depths, nor do they
contain structures, support any commercial traffic, or support substantial recreational
traffic. Deauthorization of these three channels would save federal funds on surveys
and staff oversight of the waterways. The deauthorization is in the best interest of the
Government because these federal channels no longer meet the Congressionally
authorized purpose for commercial vessel traffic and lack any national security needs.
Additionally, these channels remain navigable without maintenance and dredging.
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4. No funding would be necessary for the recommendation of deauthorization of the
Oconee River, Ocmulgee River, and Fancy Bluff Creek federal navigation channels. If
deauthorized by Congress, approximately $23,000 in annual federal survey funds
(based on 2022 operations costs) is expected to be saved.

5. An EA and a draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been prepared.
Deauthorization of the three waterways would result in no future federal maintenance
activities for Oconee River, Ocmulgee River, and Fancy Bluff Creek. No further actions
associated with the federal project would occur and there would be no adverse effect on
environmental or cultural resources for the three waterways. The Altamaha River,
Bellville Point Harbor, Darien Harbor, Sapelo Harbor, Satilla River, and St. Marys River
would remain authorized and no effects to environmental resources would be
anticipated. The EA also describes compliance with other applicable environmental
laws and cultural resources requirements.

6. | report that the proposed plan of deauthorization for Oconee River, Ocmulgee River,
and Fancy Bluff is engineeringly feasible, economically justified, and environmentally
acceptable. The proposed deauthorization complies with applicable U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers planning procedures and regulations. The views of interested parties,
including federal, state, and local agencies, have been considered. | approve the
recommendation to deauthorize Oconee River, Ocmulgee River, and Fancy Bluff Creek
in accordance with the recommended plan at no cost. The approval contained herein
reflects the information available at this time and current departmental policies
governing post-authorization projects.

Major Geﬁeral, A
Deputy Commanding General
for Civil and Emergency Operations



